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REVIEWS. 

The Monroe Doctrine. By T. B. Edgington. Little, Brown & 
Co., Boston, 1904. Cloth, pages 344. 

Justified by the hazy knowledge of the average American 
concerning the origin and development of this eccentric feature 
which the United States has introduced into international law, 
Mr. Edgington has compiled a most thorough treatise upon it. 

We believe that many — possibly the majority— of publicists, 
not only in Europe but also in the United States, are convinced 
that the meaning into which this country has from time to time 
interpreted President Monroe's message, is an extension unwar- 
ranted by its original purpose or by later contingencies.* 
However this may be, it is certain that the doctrine has been, 
and still is, a most important influence in our view of cis- 
Atlantic international affairs. So that an attempt to "rescue 
the people . . . from the perils of a distortion of the 
foreign policy of the republic" and to make "an exposi- 
tion ... of the heresies which have taken refuge under 
the shadows of the Monroe Doctrine," especially when so 
exhaustive as is Mr. Edgington's, must command attention. 

The treatment is necessarily historical. Complications to 
which the doctrine have been applied, eitfher actually or by 
implication (as in the case of Maximilian's Empire), are thor- 
oughly discussed, and our relations with other countries in such 
questions as the Venezuelan Boundary and the Panama Canal 
are defined clearly and with fairness. The unnecessarily char- 
itable nature of the doctrine as it now stands is pointed out. A 
large portion of the book, perhaps unproportionately large, 
treats of the "Calvo Doctrine" and the conclusion to be drawn 
therefrom. Although there are but a few of the phases of the 
doctrine considered, it can be easily seen that a book of this 
kind is of great value, whether one believes that under the 
doctrine there has been a wholesale assumption of international 
law-making power, or on the other hand, that the application 
of it is only a reasonable means of protection — though it must 
be admitted that this country has outgrown whatever danger 
might have been present at the original promulgation of the 
doctrine. G. S. A. 

* See "The Monroe Doctrine: The Polk Doctrine: Anarchy >," 'by White- 
law Reid, LL.D., Yale Law Journal, Vol. XIII, p. 16. 



